JOHN SANT.

From his youth this pioneer rancher and merchant,, prominent and influential civic force, zealous churchman and leading public spirit of Clifton, Oneida county, Idaho, has been tempest-tossed, toil-burdened and danger-threatened. His life has been one of adventure and thrilling incident, of severe trial and lasting triumph, of modest worth and large accomplishments. He was born in Middlewhich. Cheshire. England, on November 30, 1838, the son of John and Mary (Shaw) Sant. of that locality, where their forefathers had lived for many generations. The father was a farmer there and the son was reared on the paternal homestead and educated at the neighboring schools. At an early age he became a boatman on the canals and rivers of his native land, and later was a sailor on sailing and steam vessels for more ambitious voyages, serving for a number of years as first mate on one of the former. His parents embraced the Mormon creed when he was but eight years old, and he may therefore be said to have been reared in the faith. In 1861, early in the year, the family emigrated tn America and crossed the plains with ox teams to Utah, the young man walking nearly all of the way from the Mississippi River and driving cattle. They arrived at Salt Lake City in September of that year and within the same month settled at Smithfield, in the Cache Valley, a region which had just been opened to settlement. The country was wild and unproductive and the Indians were unfriendly. The men in the settlement were obliged to work all day and often stand guard against the savages all night. In the spring of 1864 the family moved to the Bear Lake Valley and located where Bloomington now stands. For several years they met with serious reverses and disappointments. Their crops were killed by frost and the winters were long and dreadful in their severity. For a time during one of them the snow was twenty-five feet deep and many had to work their way through it. As he was young and strong he was obliged to take a leading part in all works of difficulty and danger, and these were always present. They remained at Bloomington five years, engaged in farming and raising stock, and in the spring of 1869 removed to Oxford, Idaho, where they passed a year. In the spring of 1870 they came to the part of the valley in which they now live and in which there was not at that time a house or a tree. The land was not surveyed until two years later, but they "stuck their stakes" cm what is now the townsite of Clifton and founded the town. The father laid it out and gave it the name it bears, which was suggested by the heavy overhanging cliffs that give variety and picturesqueness to the landscape. When the land was surveyed they established their lines and went to work with better system. John and his father and brothers all located on homesteads, that of the subject of this review lying one mile and a half northeast of the prospective town, and his father's place adjoined his. They prosecuted their farming operations vigorously in spite of the most adverse circumstances, and applied to the development of the section the enterprise for which they have all been noted. John Sant brought to this region the first threshing machinery that was ever seen here, and for several years threshed nearly all the grain that was grown in the whole country around for many miles on every side. In 1876 he opened the first store in the neighborhood and did an extensive mercantile business, supplying the wants of a very large scope of country. In the fall of 1877 he sold the store and resumed active charge of his farming, which he had still conducted while carrying on the store. In 1888 he bought out the co-operative store which had succeeded his and in which he had stock, and he conducted this until December, 1893, when nearly everything connected with it was destroyed by fire. He then once more turned his attention to his farming and stock industries and prosecuted them under his personal management until the autumn of 1900. when he purchased the store and stock which he operated until May, 1904, when he sold out to Adelbert Henderson, He still owns his original ranch and has other land in different directions from the town, being one of the largest landholders in the county, but his home has almost all of the time been in the town of Clifton, where he has a fine modern residence opposite his store. He was the second postmaster of the town and has held the office whenever he has been in business there. ln politics he is a Republican and is an earnest supporter of his party, He is one of the most progressive and public-spirited men in the precinct, and is known and highly respected by all classes of his fellow citizens. In church work he is fervent, faithful and efficient, always in the van of its requirements, and always inspiring its activities with his own enthusiasm. For years he has served as superintendent of the Sunday schools and as presidait of the council of high priests. He was leader of the ward choir for a long time, officiating in that capacity at the time of the historic visit of Brigham Young to this section, and has also been ward teacher for many years. His mother died on August 27, 1877, anfl his father on October 15, 1887, and both are buried in the town which they founded.

On April 16, 1861, Mr. Sant was married to Miss Martha E. Roscoe, the marriage taking place on board the ship the day they sailed from England. Her parents were George and Martha (Britland) Roscoe, natives of England who came to America on the ship with her and her husband. The last years of their lives were passed at Clifton and their remains now rest beneath its soil, The Sant household was blessed with fifteen children, seven of whom are living, John George, Adelaide (Mrs. Lowe), Robert R., Martha E, (Mrs. Bunn), Walter. Joseph and Anna J. Of the others, Arthur died on March 10, 1902, aged thirty- seven years, and Mary A., William. Thomas. Lucy, Abel, A moss and Hyrum died in infancy, The two oldest sons are married. John George has a ranch near Clifton, and Robert makes his home at Salt Lake. Their mother died on November 23, 1893, and in February, 1894, at Logan, Utah, the father was united with his second wife. Miss Benta Olson, who is a native of Sweden,

